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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

1.1. SYNOPTIC SITUATION:

The noon surface position of the ITD (imaginary boundary separating southwesterly warm and humid air masses from cold and dry northeasterly air masses) during this dekad fluctuated over central Mauritania, stretching to northern Mali, sloping to central Niamey and onto Chad and Sudan. Thus bringing into the West African sub-continent moisture laden winds appropriate for adequate rain and thunderstorms as experienced in the dekad, particularly countries (Nigeria Ivory Coast, Benin, Guinea Conakry and Ghana) in the south of the ITD which were characterized with rain and thunderstorms. 

1.2. WEATHER   SUMMARY   FOR THE   GAMBIA 
Warm and humid weather conditions accompanied with   moderate to heavy rain affected the country during the period. 
1.3. OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (21st 31st August 2016)

Variably cloudy to cloudy with thunderstorms and precipitation are expected over the country during the dekad.
2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION

The rainfall situation in this dekad showed significant improvements over the entire country compared to the previous dekad but with with variations. In the Eastern Third; Basse recorded the highest dekadal total of 224.8mm across the country.  Elsewhere in the Western Third, Banjul recorded the highest dekadal amount of 178.8mm, in the Middle Third, Sapu recorded the highest dekadal total of 170.6mm whilst the lowest dekadal totals of 44.9mm and 53.3mm were recorded over Kaur and Jenoi respectively both in the Middle Third (Figure 1a).
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  Figure 1a: Rainfall dekadal totals 11th –20th August 2016.
Seasonal rainfall totals showed slight increase in rainfall quantities throughout the country with Basse in the eastern part of the country recording cumulative seasonal total of 517.6 mm highest country wide. In the Middle Third, Janjanbureh recorded the highest seasonal total of 478.5mm, whilst in the Western Third, Banjul recorded highest amount of 487.6mm. However, the lowest seasonal rainfall total recorded countrywide so far is over Fatoto (253.9mm) figure1b below.
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  Figure 1b: Rainfall Seasonal totals from May 1st 2016– August 20th 2016.

In comparisons, the country average as at 20th August 2016 stood at 430.3mm, which is 8.4% above last year’s amount (396.9mm) and 5.6% below the long term mean (30 year period) of (456.0mm). 
Table1: Daily highest rainfall figures per Station during the dekad (11th – 20th August 2016)

	STATION
	RAINFALL (Millimeters)
	DATE RECORDED

	Yundum Airport
	91.8
	16/08/2016

	Sibanor
	54.3
	20/08/2016

	Jenoi
	26.7
	11/08/2016

	Banjul
	53.8
	17/08/2016

	Kerewan
	69.0, 92.0
	11/08/2016, 16/08/2016

	Kaur
	16.7
	20/08/2016

	Janjanbureh
	44.4
	17/08/2016

	Sapu
	80.0
	11/08/2016

	Basse
	149.0
	15/08/2016

	Fatoto
	34.0
	11/08/2016


Table1 shows 7 events of heavy precipitation were recorded across the country with Basse recording the heaviest of 149mm and Kerewan recording 161mm within 5 days. The consequences of such heavy events are flash floods, flooding and submerging of rice fields, erosions of roads and side roads and deposition of sand in lowlands areas.  
2.3 Temperature


Average temperatures across the country varied between 27oC and 29oC. Minimum temperature reached 25°C over Banjul, whilst maximum temperature reached 35°C over Yundum Airport.

2.3 Winds

Winds were generally light, moderate to strong with maximum gusts of 24km/h over the entire country.
2.4 Sunshine Duration

Sunshine duration on average was between 5 to 6 hours throughout the country.
2.5 Relative Humidity

Average relative humidity continues to be high above 70% countrywide. 
3.0 Hydrological Situation

N/A
4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION
West Coast Region

The Agricultural situation in this region still varies. Weeding and fertilizer application is ongoing for early planted fields, whereas some farmers are still engaged in ploughing and sowing of crops like cowpea, water melon and maize.
North Bank Region
Agricultural activities like in the other regions too vary from land preparation to sowing for water melon.  Transplanting is ongoing in the low land rice, while weeding is in progress in most upland fields. Crop phonological stages also varied. Some rice fields are at vegetative stages, whilst groundnut is at early flowering and pegging and early millet and maize are both heading. 
There are reports of pest attacks at Nuimi Lamin but not yet identified by the Agricultural officers on the ground. Flooding also affected the Bakindick Mixed Farming Centre as some of their planted crops were washed away in the floods.
Lower River Region

N/A
 Central River Region North
In this region, harvesting is completed and drying and threshing of rice is in progress for dry season tidal irrigation fields. For rainy season rice cultivation, nursery preparation is almost completed and some farmers have started transplanting. In the upland fields crops are at late vegetative stages.
Central River Region South
In this region, nursery preparation, ploughing and transplanting is in progress in the Lowland fields. In the pump perimeter areas, few farmers under 20% are involved in harvesting and threshing. In the upland fields, farmers are planting crops like rice, watermelon and cowpea. Weeding and fertilizer application is ongoing for some crops. Earlier crop sown like groundnut are flowering, early millet heading and maize tasseling.
Upper River Region
The crops are at vegetative stage and fertilizer application is greatly in progress. In some areas where early planting had been done, flowering particularly on groundnut is ongoing. Weeding is an important cultural practice and accounts for some measure on the yield and production performance. This practice is predominantly the major engagement. For this period pest incidence is not yet reported from extension staffs in the various extension circles and District Agricultural Development Centers (MFCs).
4.1 CEREAL COMMODITY PRICES

     
Rice local-- D35.42/kg 
Rice broken-- D25.0 /kg            
Rice long grain--D32.0/kg 
Millet- D21.62 /kg           
Maize-- 18.58/kg         
Sorghum--D16.22/kg                  
Findi--D95.23/kg 
Source: Regional Agricultural office Basse URR

4.2 CROP PROTECTION

N/A

4.3 LIVESTOCK

N/A
5.0 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (NEA)

N/A
Banjul August 22nd 2016
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