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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

SYNOPTIC SITUATION:

The surface positions of the ITD moved to over northern Senegal, slightly over to southern Mauritania,  central Mali, Burkina Faso, central Niger and onto Chad, thus bring over the Gambia sufficient moisture ideal for occurrence of rains as was experienced during the dekad.

Rain and thunderstorms characterized the weather over The Gambia, Nigeria, Benin, Togo, Ivory Coast and Guinea Conakry. Places to north of the ITD were dry and stable with dust haze reported over Algeria
WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE GAMBIA
High humidity with rain and thunderstorms accompanied with strong wind (squally) traversed the country during the early and later parts of the dekad.
OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (July 11th to 20th, 2016)
Warm, humid with thunderstorms and precipitations sometimes squally are expected over the country during the period.

2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION

This dekad has shown some improvement in terms of rainfall amounts. Dekadal rainfall amounts were highest in the Middle Third of the country with 80.4mm recorded over Janjanbureh, whilst the lowest amount of 9.5mm was recorded over Kaur also in the Middle Third of the Country (figure 1a).

Seasonal totals recorded were highest over Basse in the Eastern Third with 114.0mm, In the Middle Third, Janjanbureh recorded 112.1mm, while 105.8mm was recorded over Sibanor in the Western Third. (Figure 1b).
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          Figure 1a: Rainfall totals for 1st – 10thJuly 2016.
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          Figure 1b: Rainfall totals from May 1 2016 – July 10 2016.
2.2 RAINFALL COMPARISMS

The Country average as of 10th July 2016, stands at 59.6 mm, 14% above the country average for last year (10th July 2015; 52.2mm), and 52% below the long term mean (1981-2010; 125.5mm). 
2.2 Temperature


Average temperatures across the country varied between 25oC in the Western Third and 29oC.over the rest of the country. Highest temperatures were between 34°C in the Western and 36oC in the Middle and Eastern Thirds respectively.
2.3 Winds

Winds were light, moderate to heavy across the country during this dekad with maximum speed of 64.8Km/h over Sapu in the Middle Third. However there are reports of structural damages as some houses were destroyed and trees uprooted. It was reported that a woman died due to thundery activities in Sapu.
2.4 Sunshine Duration

The average sunshine duration across the country varied between 5hours in the Middle Third to 6 hours over the rest of the country during this dekad.

2.5 Relative Humidity

Relative humidity on average during this dekad was above 60% over the entire country.
3.0 Hydrological Situation

N/A
4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

WEST COAST REGION

N/A
NORTH BANK REGION

In this region, planting of cereals (early millet, maize and rice); and legumes (groundnut) is in high gears for upland fields, some  millet fields have already started germinating while there are still some farmers who are on seeds acquisition.
LOWER RIVER REGION

In this region, clearing, ploughing and sowing are going on simultaneously, due to late start of the rains.
CENTRAL RIVER REGION NORTH

Agricultural activities in this region vary. In the lowland fields, land preparation, nursery planting for rainy season rice, and harvesting and threshing of dry season rice is in progress, whereas in the upland fields, sowing of groundnuts, early millet, maize and findo is in high gears.
CENTRAL RIVER REGION SOUTH

The main agricultural activities in this region are sowing of groundnut, early and late millets, sorghum and cowpea for upland fields. Some farmers are still on the maintenance of their farming tools; whereas in the lowland fields, bird scaring, harvesting and threshing for irrigated rice is still in progress. Ploughing, nursery preparation for rice fields and few transplanting is also in progress.
UPPER RIVER REGION 

The main agricultural activities in this region are quite similar to the CRRs, Farmers are busy on sowing of groundnut, early and late millets, sorghum and cowpea for upland fields. Few farmers are still on the maintenance of their farming tools; whereas in the lowland fields, nursery preparation for rice fields and transplanting is also in progress.

4.1 Commodity prices
N/A

4.2 Crop Production 
N/A

4.3 LIVESTOCK
The Livestock situation in the Country has improved due to the availability of feeds and water However,the following, Clinical treatment figures were obtained in the first decad of July: CRRS 312 heads of cattle, 111 Sheep 44 goats, 105 donkeys and 157 horses. In CRRN 624 heads of 499 Sheep 236 goats, 192 donkeys and 318 horses. LLR 331 cattle, 272 Sheep, 319 goats, 75 donkeys and 70 horses.NBR, 123 cattle, 157 Sheep, 100 goats, 64 donkeys and 78 horses. Kindly note that reports from URR and WCR have not been received.

The Department of Livestock Services will not relent in its drive to minimize the woeful threats of animal diseases in the Country.
5.0 National Environment Agency (NEA)
N/A
Banjul July 12th 2016

National MWG of The Gambia
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          Department of Water Resources

          Planning Services - Department of Agriculture (DOA)
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          Department  of Livestock Services
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