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1. SYNOPTIC SITUATION
The ITD stretched through Mauritania rising sligitver Central Mali and sloped southwards over Nige

The intensification of the St. Helena High PresdDemtre over South West Africa with a mean corelevalf
1030 hectopascal supported and maintained persistibow of moisture in to the West African Sub-reqg
giving rise to massive convective cloud developmAsta consequence, moderate rains to heavy thshoder
with occasionally squally occurrences were mosilyevspread over the entire country.

By contrast, north of the ITD experienced rather and stable weather with occasional patches of ldaze
over places in northern Mauritania and most of Nékfrica, as the Azores High Pressure System owethn
West Atlantic maintained a centre value of 102Qdeascal.

2. RAINFALL SITUATION

Rainfall during this dekad has slightly reducedhbiot terms of quantity and frequency as comparethéo
previous one (September 1 - 10). The number of/rd@tys dropped from a maximum of 8 in the previdekad

to 6 days during this dekad. Highest daily raisfatgistered were 70.5mm at Kerewan in the WeStkir,
32.5mm at Sapu in the Middle Third and 19.2mm abtéan the Eastern Third of the country. Thus hisy to
dekedal totals to vary from a minimum of 19.7mnBasse in the Eastern Third to a maximum of 140.4mm
recorded at Kerewan in the Western Third of thentgu(fig. 1a).
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Figure 1a Rainfall intensity during September 11 — 20, 2012

The seasonal rainfall total as at end of this deladjed from 635.2mm at Fatoto in the Eastern Ttord
1292.0mm at Sapu in the Middle Third of the countrnyterms of annual distribution the Middle andc th
Western Thirds received more rainfall (fig.1b).
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Figure 1b: Cumulative rainfall from May 1 — September 10, 2012

The country average as at September 20, 2012 atd®®D.0mm which is 51% above last year's (650. 1izunal)

32 % above the long term mean (740.7mm). Comptrdde same period last year (2011), surpluses were
recorded in all stations across the country, exae@asse (figure 1c¢). Meanwhile, when comparetihé¢olong
term mean (1981 — 2010), deficits were recordey ahBasse and Fatoto in the Eastern Third.
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Figure 1c Comparison of this year rainfall, against 2011 ahd long-term mean

3.  WEATHER OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (21 — 30 SEPTEMB ER, 2012)

Rain and thunderstorm occasionally squally are ebgokto affect the country during the next dekad

4.  AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

Average temperatures remained beloWQ%hroughout this dekad. However, maximum tempeestwere
higher in the Eastern Third than the Middle and testern Thirds. They ranged from 3%&5at Kerewan,
35.8C at Sapu to 36°%6 at Basse.

Average sunshine ranged from 2.4 to 6.8hrs acressduntry whilst averagely daily evaporation wieetow
6mm across the country, highest (5.9mm) was redoati&erewan.
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Average maximum Relatively Humidity was above 9@ the minimum was also above 64%. Winds were
generally light to moderate in speed, however, figealls at speeds of 76 km/h and 83 km/h wererdedoat
Janjangbureh and Yundum respectively.

5. AGRICULTURAL SITUATION
Overall crop performance in terms of growth anded@yment is progressing satisfactorily across thentry.

Harvesting of maize is almost completed exceptdteesown fields in the West Coast Region and dtwdated
areas in the country. Sorghum is generally heaffinggring in the Upper River Region and in sometparf
Central River Region where it is predominant.

The growth stages of early millet across the cqurainged from flowering to grain formation, whilate millet
is generally at jointing stage of development. 8arg is also at jointing/heading stage of develogmen

Crop fields such as early millet are at maturiregges particularly those planted early. Groundnaty from
flowering, pegging to pod formation depending omampihg dates. However, swamp rice continued to be
affected by the downpours experienced recentlysactivse country as some fields have submerged. ktarge

of maize is in progress.

Upland rice across the country is growing as exggkaind most of the crop is at tillering and bootitgses.
The NERICArice variety is flowering in all the regions. Inet swamp rice fields, transplanting of rice nueseri
is continuing. However, swamp rice are affectedtiy downpours across the country as some fielde hav
submerged.

Groundnut fields across the country are at differgmowth stages ranging from pegging to full maguri
depending on the variety and date of sowing. Haing®f thePhilippine pinkvarieties is in progress in all the
regions.

6. SITUATION OF MARKETS

Cereal Prices

Cereals are available in all the markets visitetaft and weekly markets) during the period underaw.
However,at the retail markets, average prices of coarse gi@raize, sorghum and millet) remained high and
varied from D16.66 to D17.34 per kilogramme, whils¢ price of rice (broken and long grain) remairmé¢d
D15.67 per kilogramme and local rice is sold ahe@rage of D22.00 per kilogramme.

Price of beef

Average price of beef (meat & bone) is D100.00/K@akama, D110.00 at Latrikunda and Bakau, wHilsef
steak is at D130.00/kg at Latrikunda and Brikama 20625.00/kg at Bakau during the period under rgvie
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