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WEATHER SUMMARY

Scattered rain showers and thundershowers were
observed during the period under review. Moist
tropical air from the north induced by the passage
of weak cold fronts over the southern tip was fed
into the subcontinent. Low level convergence
coupled with advection of moisture from the east
by the Indian Ocean Anticyclone further enhanced
rainfall activities over the country.

RAINFALL SITUATION
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Map 1: March 2008, 2nd Dekad Rainfall

Second dekad of March 2008 recorded normal to
above normal rainfall. That was the first time in
more than a month that good dekadal rains were
received countrywide. The highest dekadal
rainfall was recorded at Qacha’s Nek with
589mm, and Mokhotlong with 26.8mm
experienced lowest dekadal rainfall. Qacha’s Nek
(24.9mm) and Mohale’s Hoek (24.5mm) recorded
highest rainfall in 24 hours on the 14™. Rain days
range from four days to eight.

Cumulative Rainfall Percentage Departure
from Normal since September 2007.

Cumulative rainfall since the first dekad of
September 2007 to second dekad of March 2008
remains normal to above normal (see Map 2 &
Table 1). The highest and lowest cumulative
rainfall is 811.6mm and 547.0mm at Butha-Buthe
and Thaba-Tseka respectively.
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Map 2: Rainfall % Dep. from Nermal (Sept 07 -Mar Z2nd Dek 08)

Fig 1 shows time series for rainfall percentage from
normal since 2" dekad of October 2007 to the
dekad under review. The graph shows that generally
the departure from normal has been decreasing
since January 2008, implying that rainfall was
below normal at most places at that period.

TEMPERATURE

Dekadal mean temperatures were below normal
during the dekad under review. The lowest mean
temperature deviation was -2.6°C while the highest
was -1.7°C. The lowest daily minimum temperature
was -1.7°C at Semonkong on the 17" and the grass
minimum temperatures have been below 0°C in the
highlands in some days during the dekad.

CROP STAGE AND CONDITIONS

Maize and sorghum crop are at grain filling stages
and in good conditions. However, some crops were
affected by the dry weather that prevailed during
previous dekads.

Low temperatures in the highlands may have led to
frost occurrences at some areas. Conditions in all
the high-lying areas therefore need close
monitoring.
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DEKADAL OUTLOOK likely to receive isolated rain showers and
21- 31 March 2008 thundershowers. Temperatures are expected to be

Scattered to widespread rain showers and cooler.

thundershowers are anticipated in the first half of
the dekad. Otherwise the remaining days are

Fig 1

Rainfall Percentage Departure from Normal
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Fig 1: Rainfall percentage departure from normal since 2" dekad of October 2007 to 2"! dekad of
March 2008.
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Table 1
Fainfall and Temperature Summaries
Rainfall {mm) Temperature (*C)
11 - 20 Mar 2008 Total From Sept 07 to 2nd Dek Mar 08 11 - 20 Mar 2008
STATION ALT. | Actual [Normal| Eain %Dept. from Minimum | Maximum |DekadallDekadal
NAME (AL} |RFall |RFall | Dayz| Actual Normal Normal Lowezt(Dayv)|Highezt (Day)] Mean | Normal|Deviation
Buthz-Buths 1770) 520 41.0 4 811.6 G670.0 21 B.5(19, 20} 26.5(11) 15.9 13.1 22
Leribs 1740 ) 476 289 7 7304 281.6 26 7419 200 277 (11) 16.6 15.2 ]
Mafeteng 1610 28.5 N5 4 G46.5 5307 22 6.0 {(17) 250011 15.8 3.0 22
Masero Adrport | 1530 ] 354 28.9 i G329 831.2 12 6.110(18) 27.0(11) 16.6 22 2.6
NIchals's hosk 1600 ) 37.0 282 5 a02.3 552.0 43 4.5(17) * * 18.7 *
Meokhotlong 2200 268 21.0 5] 8537 a0a.7 g 2001719} 25.0(12) 13.7 36 g
Mozhoszhee [ 1628 ) 3358 4.5 9 G78.8 2857 2 76017 26.6 (11 16.3 20 2.7
Phuthiatsana 750 326 355 4 712.9 586.5 20 7.6(19) 27.5{13) 17 .1 18.9 -1.8
(Qachz'z MNek 1270) 5848 28.8 a 7683 G43.8 g 1.1 (17) 256 (11) 14.7 0.6 g
Quthing 1740 ) 487 8.6 5] 650.5 G11.3 0 4.5 (18) 24.6(13) 15.9 2.8 27
Semonkong 2438 EV T 248 4 7443 505.9 47 -1.7(17) 21.0(11) 11.1 13.7 26
ThabzTazka 2160 300 258 4 547 .2 516.3 0 1.5 (16) 237 (12) 12.8 154 26
Fig.l
Actual And Normal Rainfall
Second Dekad of March 2008
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Accumulated Actual and Normal Rainfall
Firzt Dekad of September 2007 to Second Delkad ofMarch 2008
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Glossary
Dekad : Ten day period
Normal: Average figure over a specific time period.

% Rainfall Departure from Normal: (Actual Rainfall — Normal Rainfall)/
Normal Rainfall x 100

NDVI: Normalized Difference Vegetation Index — simply implies how good or
bad the vegetation is for the specific period.

This Bulletin is issued during the Summer Cropping Season (October — April).

And it is
Produced by the
Lesotho Meteorological Services as a contribution to the
National Early Warning Unit for Food Security.
The Unit is coordinated by the Disaster Management Authority in the

Prime Minister’s Office.

Comments and Contributions would be highly appreciated.



