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BOTTOM LI NE OF 2004/ 05 SEASONAL FORECAST:
Adequat e seasonal rains with erratic onset expected

Agricultural Interpretation of the 2004/05
Seasonal Forecast for Ml aw

(QOct ober 2004- March 2005)

"What is the neaning of this
forecast for the agricultural
sector? How can one use this
seasonal Forecast?

These are sone of the questions
nost people related with food
and agriculture may ask.

Met eor ol ogi st's and ot her
prof essi onal s deal i ng W th
climate can understand this
product ; but nost of t he
agricul tural users have
problens to nmake the right
i nterpretation of seasonal
forecasts. For this reason,
t he Agr onet eor ol ogi cal
conponent of the Departnent of
Met eor ol ogi cal Servi ces has
produced a special bulletin to

gi ve an agri cul tural
interpretation and use of the
2004/ 05 seasonal forecast.

OCTOBER TO DECEMBER( OND) 2004
FORECAST

Based on the seasonal forecast
issued by the Department of
Met eor ol ogi cal Servi ces on
Wednesday 22 Septenber 2004 the
period Cctober to Decenber 2004
may turn out to be quite
chal l enging for the agricultural

sector in Malawi. Analysis of
one of the local predictors for
the start of the nmain rains
i ndicate that inland surface
heati ng over the country, which
normal |y precedes the onset of
the main rains, has not been

favourable for early start. It
has been est abl i shed t hat
per si st ent positive heati ng

degree days in July, August and
Septenber in nost cases result
in early onset of main rains
while mixed heating degree days
yield nmixed start. The heating
degree days in 2004 have so far
been mi xed. Addi tional |y, an
anal ysis of hi stori cal onset
dates for main rains showed |ate
start of main rains in nost
parts of Malawi particularly in
recent years. Ther ef or e, t he
nost likely rainfall scenario is
for slow and erratic onset of
the main rains with [ong breaks
during Cctober to Decenber 2004.
This devel opnent could lead to
generally below normal rainfall
cunul atively. The agricultural

i nplication is t hat poor
germ nation and crop
est abl i shnment coul d be

experienced in some parts of
Mal awi .



JANUARY TO MARCH 2005 (JFM
FORECAST

In the second half of the
season (January to March 2005),
chances of receiving poor and

erratic rai nfall decr ease
significantly as there are
strong indications that t he

weat her systens that bring nost
rains to Mlawi could becone
established and remain active.
Therefore, there is a high
chance of receiving good

rai nfall to support
agricultural production in nost
areas of Malaw. January to

March season is very inportant
for agricultural production. It
is during this period that nost
crops reach the key stages of
crop gr owt h. Any noi sture
stress at this st age has
significant negative inpacts on
the final crop yields. On the
other hand, Tropical cyclones

in t he I ndi an Ccean are
expect ed to be active.
Therefore, occurrences of high
rainfall intensities,floods and

dry spells are expected.
RECOMIVENDATI ONS:

Pl anni ng for agricul tural
production should ideally start
with a seasonal forecast that
gives an indication of what
climatic conditions are likely
to happen during the com ng
season. The forecast provides
information that can help the
farmer to make i nformed
deci si ons and reduce f ood
insecurity at household and
nati onal |evels.

The following recomendations
are minly addressed to the

District Agri cul tural
Devel opnent O ficers (DADOs)
and Agri cul tural Ext ensi on

Coordinators (AEDCs) in all the

Agricul tural Devel opnent
Di vi si ons ( ADDs) in Mal awi
because they are in a better

position to transmt t he
messages to farmers. Thi s
information is also useful for
many ot her users in t he

agricultural sector (NGO s, UN

or gani zati ons, I nternational

cooperation agencies, etc.).

In view of inmpending erratic

and slow onset of the nmain

rains with long breaks during

Cct ober to Decenber 2004

season, District Agricultural

Devel opnent Oficers and

Agri cul tural Ext ensi on

Coordi nators shoul d advi se

farmers to:

e Consider nultiple cropping in
or der to i ncrease f ood
production potenti al

e Consider crop diversification

e Inplenment on-farm soil-water
conservation techni ques

« Plant a high proportion of
early maturing and drought
tolerant crop varieties

e Use in-field water harvesting

e Consider staggering planting
dates as a way of spreading
climatic risks

e \Were possi bl e use
suppl ementary irrigation

* Reduce density of field crops

While during January to March

2005 season, District

Agri cul tural Devel opnent

Oficers and Agricul tural

Ext ension Coordinators should

encourage farners to:

e Inprove field drainage to
avoi d soil water |oggings

« Watch out for incidence of
pests and diseases for crops
and |ivestock

* Inprove post - har vest
managenent and storage to
m ni m ze | osses

Readers are strongly advised to contact the Department of Meteorological Services for further interpretation of the bulletin if need be.
Please make use of the 10-Day Agromet Bulletins to monitor the performance of the season.
The Director of Meteorological Services, P.O. Box 2, Chileka, MALAWI
Tel: (265) 1 692 312/333/320 Fax: (265) 1 692 329 E-mail: metdept@metmalawi.com Homepage: www.metmalawi.com




