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SUMMARY

During the dekad, some parts of the south received light to moderate rain with deficit anomalies in most areas. The
rainfall amounts ranged from 3.9mm in Oshogbo to 46.9mm in Benin City. Colder than normal temperatures were
experienced in and around Iseyin, Oshogbo, Jos and the Niger Delta area while Sokoto, Minna, Nguru,
Maiduguri, Potiskum and Yola had warmer than normal. Temperatures above 32 deg C were recorded in all parts
of the country except areas stations at Jos, Eket and Calabar which remained lower. With rains in most parts of
the south in the last three decades, some farmers have continued to clear their farmlands for seed bed preparations
while others began planting. Farmers in the southern parts of the country are advised to adhere to 2011 NIMET’s
Seasonal Rainfall Prediction (SRP) for planting dates. The farmers in the northern parts are still advised to
continue to irrigate their farm land as rainfed season is yet to commence.

1.0 RAINFALL TREND
1.1 Rainfall Anomaly

g , Most parts of the south (green areas) received light

: - to moderate rains while the greater part of the
country (in white) had below 10mm of rains as
shown in Fig 2 above. Farmers especially those in
the north are advised to continue to irrigate their

crops.
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0.1 157 DEKAD OF MARGH 2011 RAIFALL ANOVALIES (6 normal rainfall values in some selected stations
RESPECT TO THE 19712000 BASE PERIOD DECADAL MEAN across the south is shown in Fig 3 below and
indicates that most stations had lower than normal
Fig 1 above shows the rainfall anomaly during the rainfall. The dekad is a complete departure when
dekad and indicates that most parts of the south compared with the preceding dekad.

(red areas) had deficit rainfall while Benin, Uyo
and environs recorded surplus. The northern parts
of the country (in white) were normal.

FIG 3. COMPARISON OF NORMAL WITH OBSERVED RAINFALL OF
DEKAD 1, OF MARCH 2011: SOUTHERN STATES
1.2 Rainfall Amounts

D
o

(0]
o
-

B
o

RAINFALLAMOUNTS(mm)
w
o

® actual

- Lati) =

H normal

BN
o o o
. .

Oshodi
Ikeja
Abeokuta
Ibadan
Shaki
Iseyin
ljebu-Ode
Akure |
Ondo |
Oshogbo |
Benin
Asaba
Awka
Enugu
Owerri
Warri
0Ogoja
Eket
Portharc
Calabar
Umuahia
Uyo
Obudu
Ikom

T T T T T
+ 3 3 largy 10 1 i

FIG 2: ACTUAL RAINFALL AMOUNTS [mm) FGR
DEKAD 2, MARCH 2011




1.4 Number of Rain Days

FIG 4: ACTUAL NUMBER OF RAIN DAY S
FOR DEKAD 1, MARCH 2011

Fig 4 shows the number of rain days across the
country which indicates that most stations in the
south had 2- 4days of rainfall while the greater part
of the country in white had between zero and one
rainy day.

2.0 Soil Moisture Condition
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FIG. 5: 1st DEKAD OF MARCH 2011 SOIL MOISTURE INDICES (%)
OVER THE COUNTRY.

The decadal distribution of soil moisture is shown
in Fig 5 above and indicates that most parts of the
country had deficit soil moisture condition.
Surpluses were recorded in parts of Eket and Uyo.
Farmers in the southern parts of the Niger delta and
the coastal areas are advised to commence planting
while the other parts of the south should commence
bush clearing and seed bed preparation.

3.0 MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE TREND

3.1 Maximum Temperature Anomaly

Fig 6 shows the maximum temperature anomaly
over the country and reveals that some parts of the
Niger delta and areas in and around Iseyin,
Oshogbo and Jos recorded colder than normal
temperatures while Sokoto, Minna, Nguru,
Maiduguri, Potiskum and Yola had warmer than
normal. The white areas were normal with no
significant change when compared with the normal
temperatures.
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Fig 6: 1ST DEKAD OF MARCH 2011 MEAN MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE
ANOMALIES (Deg.C) OVER THE COUNTRY. ANOMALIES ARE COMPUTED
WITH RESPECT TO THE 1971-2000 BASE PERIOD DECADAL MEAN

3.2 Maximum Temperature Values

The Fig 7 above is the actual mean maximum
temperature distribution and it reveals that most
parts of the country (red areas) recorded above 32
Deg C except places like Jos, Eket and Calabar
which reported below 32 Deg C.
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FIG. 7: MEAN MAXM UM TEMPERATURE FOR DEKAD 1, MARCH 2011

4.0 WEATHER/AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK
FOR DEKAD 2 (11 TO 20), OF MARCH 2011

4.1 Weather Outlook

The position of the Inter Tropical Discontinuity
(ITD) is expected to remain quasi stationary
between Latitude 10.5 deg. N and 11.5 deg. N.

The Saharan high pressure cell is expected to
maintain its position between 1028hpa and
1036hpa while the St. Helena high pressure cell
will oscillate between 1027hpa and 1020hpa
during the dekad. The expected prevailing wind is
south westerly.

The northern part of the country will experience
sunny weather while the central states are expected
to witness partly cloudy to cloudy weather
conditions. Inland and coastal areas are will
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experience cloudy weather conditions with
localised rain/thundery activities.

Maximum temperatures for north and central states
are expected to range between 39 deg. C and 43
deg. C while minimum temperatures are expected
to range between 14 deg. C and 26 deg. C.
Maximum temperature for inland and coastal parts
of the country are expected to range from 34 deg. C
to 36 deg. C while their minimum temperatures are
expected to be between 25 deg. C to 27 deg. C

4.2 Agricultural Summary

During the dekad, light to moderate rains were
received in most parts of the south prompting some
farmers to commence bush clearing, seed bed
preparation and planting. In the north, farmers
continued to irrigate their farm crops. It is
advisable that farmers in the south should to follow
the planting dates as stated in 2011 NIMET’s SRP
for better agricultural practices under rainfed
system. Farmers in the north should still continue
to irrigate their field crops as rainfed season is yet

during the period. Predicted rainfall amounts are to commence.
expected to range from 00.0mm (north) to

80.00mm (south).
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Dear All,

Comments and suggestions on how to improve this publication are welcome. Agrometeorologists, Agriculturists,
Extension Workers, Research Officers, Users and the General Public should kindly send feedback to:

The Director-General/CEO,

Nigerian Meteorological Agency (NIMET),

33 Pope John Paul 11 Street, Maitama District,

PMB 615 Garki, Abuja.

E-mail: nimetagrometbulletin@yahoo.com; NIMET WEB SITE: www.nimetng.org




