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SUMMARY

The dekad witnessed significant reduction in rainfall activities in parts of the extreme north due to the cessation of
rains in the area. The south had good rainfall in the last 10 days of October 2011with stations at Benin, Warri,
Owerri, Uyo, Eket and Calabar recording above 100mm; Calabar had as high as 239.5mm of rainfall. Most parts
of the country had normal to surplus rainfall anomalies; however the north eastern tip and few other areas had
deficits. Deficit soil moisture conditions prevailed in the extreme north and parts of the north central while the
south had normal to surplus. Reports showed that most parts of the north and some parts of the north central
experienced hot temperatures (above 32 deg Celsius) while the south and some parts of the north central had mild
to warm temperatures (below 32 deg Celsius). The dekad witnessed harvest of maize, cassava, fruity vegetables and
yams as the dominant field activity in the south. In the north, harvest of cereal crops like millet, maize and
sorghum is expected to continue during the next dekad while some farmers have commenced land preparation for
dry farming season.

1.0 RAINFALL TREND

1.1 Rainfall Anomaly elsewhere in the north central and some parts of the
south had between 20mm and 100mm. However, the
coastal and few inland areas received over 100mm as
- stations such as Benin, Warri, Owerri, Uyo, Calabar and
Eket had rainfall in excess of 100mm. Supplementary
water as irrigation is required in the north and central
- areas as the rainfall amounts received in these areas
were generally inadequate for rainfed crops.
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1.3 Number of Rain Days

Fig 4 shows the number of rain days across the country
and indicates that the extreme north had zero to 2 days
of rainfall while the rest of the country had between 2 to
8 days. The rainfall distributions in the north and central
areas were not favourable for crop performance and
therefore did not support field crops that required high
spread of rains but favoured drying of farm produce.
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FIG.4: ACTUAL NUMBER OF RAINDAYS FOR DEKAD 3, OCTOBER 2011

2.0 SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
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FIG. 5: 3rd DEXAD OF OCTOBER 2011 SOIL MOISTURE INDICES (%)
QVER THECOUNTRY.

The decadal distribution of soil moisture across the
country is shown in Fig 5 above and indicates that most
parts of the south had normal to surplus soil moisture
conditions while the north and north central had
deficits. Soil moisture across the north was not enough
to support crop growth and development. Farmers are
therefore advised to supplement with irrigation water.

3.0 MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE TREND

3.1 Maximum Temperature Anomaly

The trend of maximum temperature anomaly is shown
in Fig 6 below and reveals that most parts of the
country had normal temperatures except the extreme

north (Yelwa, Sokoto,  Gusau, Katsina, Nguru,
Potiskum, Maiduguri and Yola) which had warmer than
normal temperatures. However areas in and around Jos,
Eket and Calabar were colder.

LAT.(N)

el of 310 Deg. Celsius departure
i ] - — T s o S
WARMER NORMAL  COLDER
LO NG. (E}
FIG. 6: 3rd DEKAD OF OCTOBER 2011 MEAN MAXIMUM TEMPERA TURE

ANOMALEES {Deg. C} OVER THE COUNTRY. ANOMALIES A RE COMPUTED
WITH RESPECT TO THE 1471 - 2000 BA SE PERIOD DECA DAL MEANS.

LEGEND

3.2 Maximum Temperature Values

Fig 7 below depicts the actual mean maximum
temperature distribution and it indicates that most parts
of the north and central areas experienced hot
temperatures (above 32 Deg C), while the south and
some parts of the north central had mild to warm
temperatures (below 32 Deg. C). Temperature reports
across the south favoured optimum growth and
development of crops and livestock performance while
in the north it was drying of farm produce.
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40 WEATHER/AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK
FOR DEKAD 1 (1 TO 10), OF NOVEMBER 2011
4.1 Weather Outlook

The southward movement of the Inter Tropical
Discontinuity (ITD) is expected to continue with
positions fluctuating between Latitude 10.5 and 12.5
deg. north. The northern and central parts of the
country are expected to experience partly cloudy to
sunny weather conditions with slight dust haze in
reduced visibility in some places. The inland and
coastal parts of the country are expected to experience
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partly cloudy to cloudy conditions with occasional
rainfall/thunderstorm activities.

Maximum temperatures for the north and central states
are expected to range between 32°C and 35°C while the
minimum temperatures will range from 17°C to 21°C.
Maximum temperatures for inland and coastal areas are
expected to range from 29°C to 33°C while the
minimum temperatures will be between 21°C and 23°C.

4.2 Agricultural Activity/Outlook

Harvest of cereal crops like millet and sorghum is
expected to continue in the north while in the south
crops such as cassava, yams and leafy vegetables are in
various maturity stages and are being harvested.
Farmers in the northern parts of the country whose
crops are in filling and fruiting stages are advised to
irrigate their farms due to the early cessation of rains in
the area. Also farmers are equally advised to commence
land preparation for dry farming season.
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ABEOKUTA 55.4 6 | 50.6 320 | 230 | 2152 | 19.1 MAKURDI 59.8 3 | 499 314 | 222 | 2067 | 19.1
ABUJA 22.2 3 | 536 320 215 | 2069 | 205 MINNA 22.3 3 | 537 324 218 | 2096 | 204
AKURE 52.8 4 52 313 21.2 | 2008 | 20.1 NGURU 0 0 | 684 37.3 20.6 | 2338 | 25.1
ASABA 275 4 | 526 327 | 231 219 | 197 OGOJA 85 5 | 523 325 | 229 | 2159 | 19.7
AWKA 97.9 3 | 494 318 23.1 | 2137 | 187 ONDO 385 7| 463 30.7 224 | 2039 | 178
BAUCHI 34 2 | 596 329 19.0 | 1994 | 23.1 OSHODI 50 7 48 317 23.6 216 | 181
BENIN 157.8 7 | 491 31.2 225 | 207.7 | 187 0SOGBO 75.5 7 ] 502 30.8 211 198 | 195
BIDA 3.4 1 | 557 338 228 | 2222 208 OWERRI 103.5 6 | 478 304 21.7 199.2 18.5
CALABAR 235.9 7 | 423 294 | 227 | 1994 | 163 PHC 748 7 47 305 | 224 | 2042 18
EKET 151.6 8 | 335 282 | 239 | 1983 13 POTISKUM 0 0 | 693 355 | 168 | 2042 | 26.6
ENUGU 5.7 3 | 506 317 | 223 | 2082 | 193 SHAKI 535 2 | 481 300 | 209 | 1924 | 188
GOMBE 7.3 1| 529 326 | 222 213 20 SOKOTO 0 0 | 695 382 | 217 | 2409 | 252
GUSAU 0 0| 619 343 19.7 | 209.5 23.6 UMUAHIA 738 4 | 454 30.1 224 | 200.5 175
IBADAN 416 5 | 486 308 | 220 | 2033 | 187 uyo 187.9 7 | 424 297 | 229 202 | 16.3
1JEBU ODE 816 5 | 49.6 312 | 223 | 2065 19 WARRI 1121 7 | 476 314 | 235 | 2142 | 179
IKEJA 712 6 | 478 312 | 230 210 | 182 YELWA 0 0| 577 348 | 225 | 2275 | 214
IKOM 575 7 47 305 | 220 | 2005 | 181 YOLA 0 0 54 342 | 238 | 2314 | 199
ILORIN 64.2 4 | 521 315 | 213 | 2032 20 ZARIA 0 0 | 601 326 | 181 | 1923 | 236
ISEYIN 129 2 | 487 304 | 213 197 | 189 OBUDU 545 6 | 495 306 | 215 199 | 192
Jos 135 1 | 524 274 | 146 | 1446 | 223 USI-EKITI 535 6
KADUNA 0 0 | 587 322 | 183 191 | 231

Dear All,

Comments and suggestions on how to improve this publication are welcome. Agrometeorologists,
Agriculturists, Extension Workers, Research Officers, Users and the General Public should
kindly send feedback to:
The Director-General/CEO,
Nigerian Meteorological Agency (NIMET),

33 Pope John Paul Il Street, Maitama District,

PMB 615 Garki, Abuja.

E-mail: nimetagrometbulletin@yahoo.com; NIMET WEB SITE: www.nimetng.org
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