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DEKADAL WEATHER REVIEW
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D

uring the third dekad of September 2013, the northern hemisphere high pressure systems, the Azores and Siberian highs relaxed significantly. In the southern hemisphere, the St. Helena high pressure system maintained its strength while the Mascarene high relaxed slightly. This generally maintained the Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ) to the north of east Africa. In terms of wind flow, low level convergence was maintained throughout the period over the Lake Victoria basin. On the other hand most of the remaining parts of the country, particularly the eastern sector, were dominated by the relatively moist south easterly wind flow pattern.
T
he observed synoptic conditions during the dekad led to thundery activities with occasional cases of showers over the Lake Victoria basin and some other few areas of the country. Occasional rains were also observed over the Lake Victoria basin, northern coast and north eastern highlands. The highest amount of rainfall during the dekad was recorded over Shinyanga (54.8 mm), followed by Naliendele (47.4 mm), Bukoba (46.9 mm), Ukiriguru (40.0 mm), Mtwara (34.9 mm) and Kigoma (33.2 mm). Other areas recorded less than 20 mm with an exception of unimodal areas which remained generally dry.

Agrometeorological and Crop Summary
D

uring the third dekad of September 2013, much of the country remained seasonally dry except for a few pocket areas over  the Lake Victoria basin that reported improved soil moisture conditions. Land preparations for the season was carried out over several parts of the country including Lake Victoria basin (particularly Kagera and Mwanza regions), Kilimanjaro and Arusha regions over north eastern highlands and some parts of northern coast including Tanga and Morogoro regions. The observed rainfalls over Lake Victoria basin and other parts of bimodal areas are good indications that the Vuli rains are about to set in. Thus, land preparation over bimodal sector is highly encouraged mainly for Lake Victoria, northern Kigoma, andnorthern coast, and northeastern highlands, while over the unimodal sectors land preparation has started over a few areas including Mbeya and Iringa regions. Pastures and water availability for livestock and wildlife remain at low levels over much of  the country.
Hydrological Summary

Water levels in dams and river-flow continued to decrease due to prevailing seasonal dry conditions over most parts of the country.
Environmental Summary 
Temperature conditions over much of the country increased slightly during the period.


D
uring the first dekad of October 2013, pressure systems over the northern hemisphere are expected to slightly intensify while their counterparts in the southern hemisphere are expected to slightly relax. On the other hand the significant moist south-easterly flow is expected to be maintained during the period. With this scenario, thundershowers activities are likely to be maintained over the Lake Victoria basin and enhanced over the western areas while persistence of rain showery activities is expected along the coast and its hinterlands. Other parts of the country are expected to experience mainly dry conditions.

L

ake Victoria basin (Kagera, Geita, Mwanza, Mara, Simiyu and Shinyanga regions): Frequent thundershowers are expected. Seasonal rains are expected to spread over Mwanza and Geita regions. Northern coast (Dar es Salaam, Morogoro and Tanga regions, the Isles of Unguja and Pemba): Occasional pre-seasonal rain showers are expected. Northeastern highlands (Kilimanjaro, Arusha and Manyara regions): Occasional rain showers are expected. Western regions (Kigoma, Rukwa and Tabora regions):  Mainly dry conditions are expected. However, a few showers and thunderstorms are likely over northern parts of Kigoma region. Central areas (Dodoma and Singida regions): Mainly dry conditions are expected with slightly warmer temperatures. Southwestern highlands (Southern Rukwa, Katavi, Njombe, Iringa and Mbeya region): Mainly dry conditions, with few rain showers over high grounds of Mbeya and Njombe regions. Southern Coast (Mtwara and Lindi regions): Mostly partly cloudy with few rain showers are expected. Southern region (Ruvuma region): Mostly partly cloudy to cloudy conditions with few rain showers are expected.
                                                                                                                                        
T
he expected rains during the first dekad of October, 2013 may be beneficial for farm preparation and early planting over Lake Victoria basin mainly over Kagera and northern Kigoma .
. 
HIGHLIGHTS


The ongoing off seasonal rains during the third dekad of September, 2013 are beneficial for farm preparation and early planting mainly over Kagera region, northern Kigoma, and northern coast.


Dry conditions continued over unimodal areas of the country. 








SYNOPTIC SUMMARY








WEATHER SUMMARY 


 














IMPACT ASSESSMENT


















































EXPECTED SYNOPTIC CONDITIONS


DURING  OCTOBER 1-10, 2013





EXPECTED WEATHER


DURING OCTOBER 1-10, 2013











AGROMETEOROLOGICAL OUTLOOK DURING OCTOBER 1-10, 2013 
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