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During the past 10days (October 21-31, 2008), the 
northern hemisphere anticyclones (Azores and 
Siberian) continued to intensify while the St. Helena 
and Mascarene anticyclones relaxed. The above 
configurations contributed to a southward shift of 
the zonal component of the Inter-Tropical 
Convergence Zone (ITCZ) over East Africa region. 
The Sea Surface Temperatures (SSTs) conditions 
over the Global Oceans were near neutral conditions. 
However, a slightly warming over the central Indian 
Ocean resulted into less convection over the West 
Indian Ocean. This configuration contributed to 
depressed rainfall over the coastal areas and 
northeastern highlands 

 
 

 

During the period, the short-rainy season (Vuli) 
rainfall was reported over some areas of bimodal 
rainfall pattern in the Lake Victoria basin, northern 
Kigoma, and northern coast including the Islands of 
Zanzibar and Pemba as indicated in the Figure below. 
However, the northeastern highlands were generally 
dry indicating late onset of vuli rains in these areas. 
Observed rains over northern coast during the third 
dekad of October was a relief to the region as a result 
of a false start of the season that was reported earlier 
in the second dekad of the month.  
The highest 10-day rainfall was 141.6 mm as reported 
over Mwanza, followed by Mtwara 131.4 mm, Kibaha 
94.1 mm, Ukiriguru 84.2 mm, and Dar es Salaam 74.0 
mm. Unimodal rainfall pattern areas (central, western, 
southwestern highlands, and southern) remained 
seasonally dry except a few areas over southern 
coastal belt that reported off-seasonal rains as shown 
in the Figure.  
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Rainfall amounts during October 21-31, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
Agrometeorological and Crop Summary  
During the period most areas particularly those in the 
bimodal sector continued with land preparation and 
planting of crops mainly maize and beans following 
improved soil moisture conditions. However, the 
planting activities did not spread much due to 
inadequate soil moisture that persisted until then. 
Referring to the normal situation the planting dates 
over these areas were pushed forward indicating 
delayed onset of Vuli rainfall season with generally 
inadequate soil moisture conditions as reported over 
most parts of northeastern highlands including 
Loliondo and Monduli districts, and some areas in 
the western (Kibondo and Kasulu districts), 
Biharamulo in Kagera region, and northern coast 
(Tanga and` Pwani regions). 
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Over unimodal rainfall pattern areas (central, western, 
southwestern highlands, southern and southern coast 
regions) land preparation was going on to meet the 
seasonal onset expected sometime from the third 
dekad of November. 
  
Coffee over northeastern highlands, southwestern 
highlands and the Lake Victoria basin and cotton 
mainly in Shinyanga region were ferried to the buying 
centers for marketing. Market supply for cassava over 
several areas of the country continued fairly well.  
 
Pastures and water availability for livestock and 
wildlife were declining over northeastern highlands 
and most parts of unimodal rainfall areas.  
 

 

Hydrometeorological Summary 
 
Despite the ongoing rains over some areas of 
bimodal rainfall regime, water levels in lakes, and 
dams are falling, as well as river discharges. In view of 
that, water for domestic and industrial purposes 
should be used sparingly. 
 
 
Environmental Summary 
 
Temperatures are increasing and windy conditions are 
deteriorating over much of the country.  
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During the dekad, the northern hemisphere 
anticyclones (Azores and Siberian) are expected to 
continue intensifying while the St. Helena and  

 

 

 

Mascarene anticyclones are likely to continue 
weakening. 

The meridional component of the ITCZ is expected 
to be active over the western parts of the country 
thus supporting low level convergence of moist air 
mass from Congo forest over the Lake Victoria basin 
and western region. Near neutral SSTs are expected 
to persist over the global oceans. However, currently 
there is a slight warming over the West Indian Ocean. 
The zonal component of the ITCZ will be located 
over the northern sector of the county allowing 
easterly wind flow pattern to supply moisture over 
the coast areas. The above configuration is very likely 
to increase rainfall activities over the coastal and 
Hinterland areas starting from the mid of this dekad.  

 

 

The Lake Victoria basin and Kigoma are expected to 
feature cloudy to partly cloudy conditions with 
thundery showers over most areas. Showers and 
isolated thunderstorms are expected over the 
northern coast and hinterlands, and isles of Zanzibar 
and Pemba. These rains are expected to increase 
towards mid of this dekad particularly over the 
southern coast, northern coast and hinterlands. The 
northeastern highlands and southern region will 
feature isolated showers. Central regions and 
southwestern highlands areas are expected to feature 
mainly partly cloudy conditions and sunny periods. 
The current warm and discomfort conditions are 
likely to persist over the coastal areas prior to the 
expected enhanced rainfall.  
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